
COMMON COUNCIL 
 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                           July 18, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, was held in the 
Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, July 18, 2011, at 7:00 .M.  All 
Councilmen were present, and Mayor Furgeson presided.  The meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Councilman Sponsel and Councilman David Phares followed that 
with prayer. 
 
Councilman Nolley moved to accept the minutes of the regular meeting, June 6, 2011, and 
Councilman Asher seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 4-0-3 
voice vote with Councilmen Fero, Val Phares and David Phares abstaining.  
 
Councilman Fero moved to accept the minutes of the regular meeting, July 6, 2011, and 
Councilman Nolley seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 5-0-
2 voice vote with Councilwoman Owens and Councilman David Phares abstaining. 
 
In old business, the compliance with statement of benefit forms for Brazeway, Inc. was 
considered.  Councilman Nolley moved to approve the compliance with statement of benefit 
forms for Brazeway, Inc., and Councilman Asher seconded.  There was no public comment.  The 
motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
 
Also in old business, Mr. Dennis Harrold was present to answer any question on Ten Cate ENBI, 
Inc.’s compliance with statement of benefit form.  Councilman Nolley moved to approve the 
compliance with statement of benefit forms for Ten Cate ENBI, Inc., and Councilman David 
Phares seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
 
Continuing in old business, Mr. Harrold was present to answer any questions on SMR Ventures, 
LLC compliance with statement of benefit form.  Councilman David Phares moved to approve 
the compliance with statement of benefit form for SMR Ventures, LLC, and Councilman Nolley 
seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
 
Finally in old business, Mr. Aaron Reed was present to answer any questions on Metl-Span 
LLC’s compliance with statement of benefit form.  Councilman Nolley moved to approve the 
compliance with statement of benefit form for Metl-Span LLC, and Councilwoman Owens 
seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
 
In new business, Resolution No. 2011-18, tax abatement for Metl-Span LLC (Property--
$1,154,100.00 and Equipment---$466,400.00), was presented for approval.  Councilman Fero 
moved to adopt this resolution, and Councilman Asher seconded.  Mr. Aaron Reed, representing 
Metl-Span LLC, reported that the abatement was for a building expansion and purchase of 
equipment for a new product line.  Mr. Reed added that the new line should eventually employ 
seventy new employees.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice 
vote. 
 
Also in new business, Ordinance No. 11-2675, to rezone certain real estate in the City of 
Shelbyville form an R-1 classification to an RM classification (Real American Development 
LLC—Petitioner), was considered on first reading.  Councilman Fero moved to adopt this 
ordinance on first reading, and Councilman Nolley seconded.  Mr. John Sullivan of Real 
America Development stated that the rezoning is for the purpose of rehabilitating the old Thomas	  
A. Hendricks School into a family-oriented apartment complex.  Mr. Sullivan added that Real 
America has several apartment complexes across the state.  Mr. Sullivan stated that the school 
will be rehabbed into approximately thirty-four to forty-two one and two bedroom units and a 
twelve thousand square foot addition being built with a total cost of $6,000.000.00 to 
$7,000,000.00.  A citizen came forward and stated that she hoped that this development will not 
turn out to be as bad as the junior high apartments which she considers a disgrace to Shelbyville.  
The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
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***This	  is	  a	  section	  of	  the	  meeting	  that	  pertains	  to	  the	  CFF	  OCRA	  grant.	  
 
Scott	  Furgeson:	  	  Okay,	  next	  uh	  we	  have	  a	  public	  hearing	  for	  the	  (?)	  grant	  for	  the	  retention	  pond.	  	  
That’s	  Amy	  and	  Derrick,	  we’re	  gonna	  turn	  it	  over	  to	  you	  at	  this	  time.	  
	  
Derrick	  Byers:	  	  Thanks	  Mayor,	  thanks	  Council.	  	  Uh	  I	  think	  everybody	  here	  uh	  understands	  the	  
problem	  we	  have	  down	  in	  the	  valley	  area.	  	  What	  we	  are	  looking	  at	  is	  about	  a	  780	  (?)	  acre	  uh	  
watershed	  that	  all	  drains	  south	  in	  either	  the	  Fortune	  or	  Van	  Pelt	  Ditch	  meeting	  up	  into	  one	  
ditch	  down	  there	  in	  the	  county.	  	  	  What	  our	  grant	  would	  fund	  is	  uh	  approximately	  a	  16	  acre	  uh	  
retention	  basin	  down	  here	  uh	  south	  of	  McKay	  Road	  where	  the	  uh	  two	  ditches	  come	  together.	  	  
Um	  it	  would	  approximately	  give	  us	  uh	  40	  (?)	  storage	  uh	  which	  will	  give	  us	  approximately	  13	  
million	  gallons	  of	  storage	  during	  rain	  events	  and	  we	  would	  have	  a	  uh	  permanent	  wet	  pool	  
about	  80	  foot	  wide	  here.	  	  We	  would	  assist	  with	  water	  quality	  allowing	  sediment	  and	  contami-‐
nants	  picked	  up	  in	  the	  city	  streets	  to	  settle	  out.	  	  Uh	  we’ve	  had	  a	  dry	  area	  here	  that	  during	  heavy	  
rains	  would	  fill	  up	  uh	  giving	  uh	  a	  extra	  uh	  storage	  there.	  	  So	  that’s	  pretty	  much	  the	  uh	  plan	  so	  
now	  …..(inaudible)….	  
	  
Rodger	  Keller:	  	  ….(inaudible)….enter	  as	  well.	  	  Uh	  just	  like	  that	  uh	  I’m	  Rodger	  Keller,	  City	  engi-‐
neer.	  	  Um	  this	  uh	  area	  suffered	  repeated	  floodings	  year	  in	  and	  year	  out	  uh	  as	  well	  as	  the	  resi-‐
dents	  are	  well	  acquainted	  with,	  uh	  repeated	  damages	  of	  basements	  uh	  appliances	  such	  as	  wa-‐
ter	  heaters,	  furnaces	  and	  (?)	  a	  need	  for	  this	  project.	  	  Um	  this	  project	  is	  necessary	  in	  order	  to	  run	  
future	  storm	  sewers	  to	  adequately	  drain	  these	  neighborhoods.	  	  Uh	  without	  this	  pond,	  uh	  the	  
other,	  the	  future	  phase	  running	  storm	  sewers	  and	  adequate	  drainage	  would	  not	  be	  possible.	  	  
The	  pond	  will	  also	  serve	  to	  protect	  the	  farm	  land	  downstream	  as	  well	  by	  restricting	  the	  flow	  
and	  uh	  also	  capturing	  pollutants	  before	  being	  washed	  downstream.	  	  So	  there	  are	  those	  added	  
benefits	  as	  well.	  	  	  
	  
Amy	  Haacker:	  	  Uh	  as	  you	  are	  all	  aware,	  this	  is	  not	  the	  first	  time	  we’ve	  held	  a	  public	  hearing	  on	  
this	  particular	  project,	  so	  I	  wanted	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  some	  of	  the	  previous	  public	  comments	  
were	  taken	  under	  consideration	  by	  the	  grant	  scoring	  committee,	  so	  I	  have	  to	  um	  do	  a	  really	  
quick	  overview	  of	  some	  of	  those	  earlier	  ones.	  	  I	  did,	  we	  did	  receive	  a	  letter	  today	  from	  um	  one	  
of	  the	  residents	  in	  the	  area	  that	  was	  not	  able	  to	  attend	  tonight.	  	  I’m	  not	  gonna	  read	  the	  letter,	  
but	  it	  describes	  the	  water	  problems	  at	  her	  property.	  	  Uh	  that’s	  Rhonda	  (?).	  	  At	  a	  previous	  meet-‐
ing,	  um	  we	  had	  Kenny	  (?)	  and	  Ed	  (?)	  both	  on	  Doran	  Avenue,	  um	  Elsie	  Williams	  and	  Judy	  Griffith,	  
um	  several	  residents	  of	  the	  area	  came	  to	  earlier	  public	  meetings	  and	  described	  standing	  water	  
that	  was	  recurrent	  on	  their	  property.	  	  Several	  had	  appeared	  um	  several	  of	  them	  are	  also	  partici-‐
pated	  in	  the	  Stellar	  Communities	  grant	  application	  that	  went	  in	  last	  winter	  and	  were	  very	  pas-‐
sionate	  about	  um	  the	  improvements	  to	  be	  made	  in	  their	  neighborhood.	  	  The	  newspaper,	  
Shelbyville	  News,	  did	  an	  article	  on	  the	  problem	  uh	  (?)	  when	  we	  first	  considered	  it.	  	  So	  I	  wanted	  
to	  just	  have	  on	  the	  public	  record	  that	  this	  has	  been	  a	  recurring	  issue	  and	  that	  many	  of	  these	  
people	  have	  participated	  in	  the	  public	  process	  over	  and	  over	  again	  and	  …..(inaudible)….	  	  With	  
that,	  I	  believe	  it’s	  time	  for	  anybody	  who’s	  here	  to	  speak	  to	  come	  up	  and	  state	  their	  name	  and	  
and	  just	  describe	  what	  their	  problems	  are.	  
	  
Inaudible	  mumbling.	  
	  
Terry	  Nicholson:	  	  I’m	  Terry	  Nicholson.	  	  Um	  it’s	  I	  just	  it’s	  the	  are	  the	  storm	  sewers	  do	  they	  func-‐
tion	  properly?	  	  Do	  we	  know?	  	  Do	  those	  storm	  sewers	  function	  properly?	  	  Is	  it	  just	  a	  problem	  of	  
a	  place	  for	  the	  water	  to	  go?	  	  	  
	  
Scott	  Furgeson:	  	  ….(inaudible)….go	  ahead,	  Rodger.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  It’s	  a	  it’s	  a	  problem	  of	  both.	  	  Um	  the	  storm	  sewers	  that	  are	  out	  there	  now	  are	  just	  (?)	  all	  
the	  water	  that	  comes	  there.	  	  There’s	  also	  not	  sufficient	  outlet	  on	  the	  south	  end	  of	  town	  which	  	  
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is	  the	  need	  for	  the	  pond	  and	  then	  many	  of	  these	  streets	  have	  no	  storm	  sewers	  at	  all.	  	  So	  it’s	  a	  
combination	  of	  those	  three	  problems	  uh	  that	  creates	  the	  situation	  that	  we	  have.	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  Do	  we	  know	  if	  we	  had	  this	  problem,	  other	  than	  what,	  June	  of	  ’08	  and	  this	  recent	  
flood?	  	  I	  mean	  is	  it	  that	  whole	  end	  of	  town	  flood	  other	  than…..	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  I	  think	  it	  I	  think	  it’s	  I	  think	  well	  we’d	  have	  to	  ask	  some	  of	  the	  people	  that	  live	  
down	  there	  for	  everybody.	  	  I	  think	  there’s	  always	  been	  a	  water	  problem.	  	  I	  think	  the	  water	  pro-‐
blem	  has	  been…..	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  I	  just	  wondered	  if	  the	  retention	  pond	  was	  was	  gonna	  be	  the	  answers	  to	  ….	  (inaudi-‐
ble)…..	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  the	  retention	  pond	  is	  not	  the	  answer.	  	  The	  the	  retention	  pond	  is	  part	  of	  the	  an-‐
swer.	  	  The	  secondary	  part	  of	  the	  answer	  is	  to	  go	  back	  in	  and	  put	  bigger	  pipes	  in.	  	  	  
	  
(?):	  	  Yeah.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  But	  until	  we	  get	  the	  bigger	  pipes	  put	  in,	  you	  know,	  if	  we	  put	  the	  bigger	  pipes	  in	  now,	  
it	  has	  nowhere	  to	  go.	  	  So	  you	  have	  to	  do	  the	  pond	  first	  before	  we	  do	  a	  you	  know	  the	  pipes	  it-‐
self.	  	  But	  that’s	  you	  know	  that’s	  the	  ultimate	  goal	  is	  to	  is	  to	  move	  the	  water	  further	  south.	  	  I	  
mean	  you	  know	  and	  and	  we	  can’t	  really	  just	  open	  up	  the	  and	  you	  know	  put	  a	  bigger	  culvert	  un-‐
der	  McKay	  Road	  and	  let	  the	  water	  flow	  because	  then	  we’d	  be	  flooding	  all	  the	  farmers	  (?)	  down	  
south	  and	  that’s	  irresponsible	  for	  us	  to	  do	  that.	  	  And	  so	  and	  I	  and	  this	  has	  been	  I	  know	  I	  see	  Cas-‐
sandra(?)	  and	  I	  know	  she’s	  called	  me	  seven	  or	  eight	  years	  ago	  about	  the	  same	  problem	  over	  on	  
you	  live	  on	  uh	  Locust,	  yeah	  which	  is	  even	  north	  of	  (?).	  	  You	  know	  or	  yeah	  north	  of	  Colescott	  and	  
so	  you	  know	  this	  has	  been	  an	  issue	  where	  we’ve	  had	  I’ve	  had	  many	  calls	  over	  several	  years	  
about	  this	  uh	  not	  just	  I	  don’t	  think	  in	  ’08,	  but	  that	  many	  other	  times	  also.	  	  So	  and	  that	  two	  well	  
three	  weeks,	  four	  weeks	  ago	  or	  so.	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  And	  I	  have	  one	  other	  quick	  question.	  	  Is	  all	  the	  water	  that’s	  coming	  north	  from	  uh	  
the	  north	  side	  of	  town,	  does	  it	  all	  go	  also	  go	  into	  this	  ditch?	  	  The	  water	  that’s	  coming	  up	  let’s	  
say	  421	  north	  uh	  Michigan	  uh…..	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  It	  goes	  to	  the	  river,	  the	  Big	  Blue.	  	  Everything	  …..	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  If	  it	  can	  get	  there.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  I	  mean	  it	  can’t	  it	  can’t	  get	  further	  south	  than	  the	  river,	  so….	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  Okay.	  	  Yeah,	  sure.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  The	  northern	  boundary	  of…..	  
	  
Nicholson:	  	  I	  understand.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  …uh	  of	  the	  watershed	  that	  goes	  in	  this	  area	  is	  approximately	  approximately	  where	  
Broadway	  Street	  is	  and	  that’s	  approximately	  the	  north	  boundary.	  	  Everything	  north	  of	  Broad-‐
way	  goes	  to	  the	  Big	  Blue	  River	  and	  then	  everything,	  most	  everything	  south	  of	  Broadway	  drains	  
to	  this	  area	  um	  where	  we’re	  planning	  to	  put	  the	  pond.	  
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Nicholson:	  	  We	  need	  another	  one	  on	  the	  north.	  
	  
Elsie	  Williams:	  	  I’m	  Elsie	  Williams.	  	  I’ll	  be	  living	  there	  42	  years	  this	  coming	  January	  .	  	  This	  is	  the	  
first	  time	  that	  I’ve	  ever	  have	  had	  water	  running	  off	  of	  Fifth	  Street	  in	  my	  outside	  basement	  en-‐
trance	  …..(inaudible)….It’s	  been	  higher	  this	  time	  since	  ….(inaudible)….than	  it’s	  ever	  been	  done	  
and	  there’s	  previous…..(inaudible)….it’s	  a	  lot	  worse	  this	  time	  since	  Colescott’s	  been	  (?).	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  in	  previous	  ….(inaudible)….it’s	  been	  ongoing	  for	  years	  though	  hasn’t	  it?	  
	  
Williams:	  	  It’s	  been	  going	  on	  now	  for	  years,	  but	  ….	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  But	  it’s	  getting	  it’s	  getting	  much….	  
	  
Williams:	  	  ….but	  I’ve	  never	  at	  least	  had	  water	  almost	  three	  feet	  deep	  in	  my	  basement.	  	  The	  
most	  I’ve	  ever	  had	  is	  like	  this	  is	  my	  basement.	  	  The	  people	  across	  the	  street	  can’t	  be	  here	  to-‐
night.	  	  They’ve	  lost	  a	  lot	  of	  stuff	  down	  in	  their	  basement	  ‘cause	  that’s	  where	  their	  son	  used	  to	  
have	  a	  bedroom,	  so	  that	  stuff’s	  gone	  ‘cause	  their	  washer	  and	  dryer	  and	  all	  that	  stuff….	  (inau-‐
dible)…..So	  I	  mean	  it’s	  getting’	  worse	  all	  the	  time.	  	  And	  another	  question	  I	  have	  is	  why	  I	  went	  to	  
church	  to	  work	  that	  morning	  and	  Charlie	  Bowlby	  brought	  me	  back	  and	  on	  Evans	  Street	  and	  
Meridian	  Street	  there	  wasn’t	  a	  bit	  of	  water.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  On	  you	  say	  on	  Evans	  and	  Meridian	  there	  was	  no	  water	  that	  day?	  
	  
Williams:	  	  No	  water	  whatsoever.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Yeah	  that….	  
	  
Williams:	  	  What’s	  all	  that	  water	  going?	  	  Where’s	  that	  water	  going	  that	  we’re	  not	  getting	  rid	  of	  
our	  water?	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Evans	  and	  uh	  Meridian	  Street	  area	  don’t	  (?)	  as	  much	  um	  on	  its	  storm	  sewer.	  	  You	  say	  
you	  live	  on	  Fifth	  Street?	  
	  
Williams:	  	  Yes.	  	  I	  live	  on	  the	  corner	  of	  South	  West	  and	  Fifth.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  West	  and	  Fifth.	  	  Yeah	  that	  area’s	  uh	  where	  the	  uh	  existing	  storm	  line	  we	  have	  a	  con-‐
crete	  pipe,	  I	  think	  it’s	  a	  48”	  that	  drains	  south	  to	  the	  Fortune	  Ditch.	  	  Um	  that	  pipe	  simply	  can’t	  
handle	  all	  the	  water	  that	  comes	  to	  it	  and	  uh	  it	  backs	  up	  even	  worse	  this	  past	  flood.	  	  Uh	  there’s	  
uh	  it	  just	  couldn’t	  take	  the	  water	  quick	  enough	  and	  that’s	  why	  that	  whole	  area,	  West	  Street	  and	  
Fifth,	  all	  the	  way	  up	  to	  Morrison	  Park	  virtually	  becomes	  a	  lake	  several	  feet	  deep	  until	  the	  water	  
can	  go	  down.	  	  And	  um	  until	  we	  can	  run	  uh	  get	  this	  pond	  installed	  and	  run	  future	  pipes,	  then	  uh	  
there’s	  nowhere	  else	  to	  take	  that	  water.	  	  So	  um….	  
	  
Williams:	  	  We	  can’t	  you	  know	  I’m	  not	  no	  spring	  chicken	  and	  if	  I	  put	  my	  property	  up	  for	  sale,	  
what	  are	  they	  gonna	  say?	  	  Does	  it	  take	  water?	  	  Well	  no,	  it	  only	  takes	  two	  feet	  of	  water	  in	  my	  
basement.	  	  Are	  they	  going	  to	  buy	  it?	  	  Are	  we	  gonna	  keep	  that?	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Right	  that’s	  a	  good	  point	  and	  that’s	  what	  we’re	  hoping	  ….(inaudible)….	  
	  
Williams:	  	  Inaudible	  comment.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Right.	  
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Williams:	  	  And	  I’m	  not	  I’m	  not	  that	  old,	  but	  I’m	  still	  not	  a	  young	  chicken	  either.	  	  And	  after	  living	  
there	  all	  these	  years,	  you	  know	  we	  just	  never	  have	  had	  that.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Right,	  right.	  
	  
Williams:	  	  And	  it’s	  like,	  in	  fact,	  we’ve	  called	  several	  people	  to	  come	  down	  that	  same	  day	  to	  look	  
at	  it.	  	  They	  couldn’t	  come	  (?)	  meeting	  scheduled,	  but	  Derrick	  showed	  up.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  ….(inaudible)…yeah.	  
	  
Williams:	  	  So,	  he’s	  working	  for	  us	  anyway.	  	  I	  will	  say	  that	  for	  him.	  	  So	  thank….(inaudible)…	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Thank	  you.	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Evans	  and	  uh	  Evans	  and	  Meridian,	  um	  we	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  ponding	  issues	  there	  but	  since	  
it’s	  not	  right	  next	  to	  that	  storm	  line	  that	  backs	  up,	  it	  will	  get	  hit	  with	  as	  much	  water	  as	  uh	  the	  
area	  around	  the	  west,	  Shelby,	  Second	  Street	  on	  down	  to	  Fifth	  Street	  and	  and	  uh	  the	  Morrison	  
Park	  area.	  	  That	  problem	  that	  uh	  she	  described,	  if	  we	  ran	  storm	  sewers	  without	  this	  pond,	  we	  
would	  simply	  be	  spreading	  the	  flooding	  around	  to	  other	  parts	  of	  town	  and	  flooding	  streets	  
where	  it	  maybe	  is	  not	  as	  bad.	  	  And	  um	  that’s	  why	  we	  have	  to	  have	  a	  pond	  first.	  
	  
Beth	  Curtis:	  	  Uh	  my	  name’s	  Beth	  Curtis	  and	  I	  live	  just	  down	  the	  street	  from	  Elsie	  on	  South	  West	  
Street.	  	  Um	  my	  mother	  purchased	  that	  home	  that	  we	  live	  in	  uh	  approximately	  40	  years	  ago.	  	  
Prior	  to	  that,	  there	  was	  a	  couple	  who	  lived	  in	  that	  home	  um	  and	  the	  the	  wife	  was	  a	  beautician.	  	  
She	  had	  her	  beauty	  shop	  down	  in	  the	  basement	  of	  our	  home.	  	  And	  uh	  I’m	  pretty	  confident	  
there	  would	  not	  have	  been	  a	  beauty	  salon	  down	  there	  had	  there	  been	  that	  much	  flooding.	  	  So	  
over	  the	  last	  40	  years	  that	  has	  we’ve	  seen	  a	  steady	  progression	  um	  in	  severity	  of	  the	  flooding.	  	  
And	  but	  I’m	  with	  Elsie,	  I	  have	  not	  seen	  anything	  so	  as	  bad	  as	  we	  had	  this	  past	  storm.	  	  Um	  I	  
mean	  it	  it	  we	  couldn’t	  sidewalks.	  	  We	  couldn’t	  see	  the	  street.	  	  It	  was	  a	  lake.	  	  It	  was	  just	  a	  river.	  	  
And	  um	  we	  have	  sustained	  probably	  thousands	  of	  dollars	  of	  damage	  in	  our	  basement	  through	  
the	  years.	  	  Um	  losing	  a	  dryer,	  you	  know	  losing	  hot	  water	  heater,	  you	  know	  things	  of	  that	  nature	  
and	  uh	  anything	  the	  city	  could	  do	  to	  help	  us	  with	  that	  problem	  would	  be	  greatly	  appreciated.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Thank	  you.	  	  	  
	  
(?):	  	  I	  guess	  I’ll	  take	  my	  turn.	  	  Um	  good	  evening,	  everyone.	  	  Um	  I	  have	  called	  and	  discussed	  this	  
with	  Mayor	  Furgeson	  several	  times.	  	  I’ve	  also	  lost	  things	  too.	  	  I	  haven’t	  lost	  any	  appliance	  or	  
anything	  but	  I’ve	  lost	  a	  car	  through	  this	  process	  that	  the	  rear	  end	  rusted	  and	  it	  would	  never	  
move	  any	  more.	  	  And	  not	  only	  that,	  I	  think	  about	  the	  children	  that	  are	  in	  my	  neighborhood	  
because	  I’ve	  seen	  kids	  in	  a	  rowboat	  thinking	  they’re	  out	  there…..(inaudible)….and	  that’s	  not	  
healthy.	  	  That	  is	  not	  safe	  for	  children.	  	  I	  called	  the	  last	  time	  to	  have	  barricades	  put	  up	  and	  I	  wish	  
instead	  of	  putting	  one,	  they’d	  put	  two	  or	  three	  because	  cars	  are	  still	  coming	  down	  the	  road.	  	  
The	  car	  that	  I	  have	  now,	  the	  whole	  floorboard	  was	  full	  of	  water.	  	  What	  I	  wanted	  to	  do	  if	  my	  car	  
(?)	  run	  anymore….(inaudible)….I’m	  a	  single	  mother	  and	  I’m	  trying	  to	  do	  what	  I’m	  supposed	  to	  
do	  in	  my	  community.	  	  If	  I	  can’t	  get	  to	  work,	  I	  can’t	  take	  care	  of	  my	  necessities	  and	  my	  home	  
what	  needs	  to	  be	  done	  or	  my	  children	  or	  even	  help	  anybody	  else	  in	  my	  community	  because	  the	  
water	  floods	  our	  area	  so	  bad	  if	  there	  was	  an	  emergency	  that	  happened,	  what	  in	  the	  world	  
would	  we	  do?	  	  How	  would	  we	  get	  to	  somebody,	  because	  people	  were	  pushing	  vehicles	  to	  other	  
areas.	  	  I	  shouldn’t	  have	  to	  push	  my	  car	  all	  the	  way	  over	  on	  Colescott	  and	  it	  still	  flooded.	  	  I	  
shouldn’t	  have	  to	  push	  my	  car	  over	  by	  the	  old	  T.	  A.	  Hendricks	  school	  because	  it’s	  flooded.	  	  This	  
is	  a	  major	  issue	  that	  has	  to	  be	  addressed	  and	  something	  has	  to	  I	  mean	  because	  our	  community	  
where	  everybody’s	  living	  and	  all	  the	  water	  damage	  that	  we	  suffer	  with,	  people	  are	  gonna	  start	  
leaving	  that	  area	  and	  that	  area	  that	  they	  leave	  is	  going	  to	  go	  down	  and	  nobody	  else	  is	  gonna	  	  
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want	  to	  live	  there.	  	  And	  Shelby	  County’s	  not	  that	  bad	  of	  a	  place	  to	  live	  in.	  	  I’ve	  been	  here	  way	  
too	  long,	  way	  too	  long.	  	  But	  something	  does	  need	  to	  be	  done	  and	  I	  feel	  that	  this	  time	  the	  Lord	  
will	  answer	  everybody’s	  prayers	  and	  we’ll	  have	  this	  issue	  resolved.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Anyone	  else	  wish	  to	  speak?	  
	  
Travis	  Brown:	  	  Hi.	  	  I’m	  Travis	  Brown.	  	  I	  live	  at	  the	  corner	  of	  Third	  and	  West.	  	  Um	  mostly	  I	  didn’t	  
have	  very	  many	  flooding	  problems	  in	  my	  house	  but	  in	  Third	  Street	  particularly,	  it	  was	  pretty	  
much	  just	  a	  lake	  all	  the	  way	  over.	  	  In	  fact,	  when	  somebody	  would	  drive	  in	  the	  street,	  the	  water	  
would	  actually	  wash	  up	  and	  actually	  got	  the	  passenger	  side	  carpet	  of	  my	  wife’s	  car	  wet	  as	  it	  was	  
parked	  on	  the	  street.	  	  So	  I	  I	  lucked	  out	  compared	  to	  what	  some	  of	  the	  folks	  down	  the	  street	  did,	  
but	  um	  my	  concerns	  mostly	  I	  guess	  a	  question	  about	  how	  you	  plan	  to	  run	  the	  pipe	  down	  West	  
Street.	  	  I’m	  kind	  of	  concerned	  about	  maybe	  selling	  my	  house	  in	  a	  couple	  of	  years	  and	  I	  was	  ho-‐
ping	  you	  guys	  weren’t	  gonna	  tear	  the	  whole	  street	  and	  sidewalks	  and	  everything	  else,	  kind	  of	  
like	  …..(inaudible)….It	  it	  looks	  nicer,	  but	  it	  doesn’t	  have	  any	  of	  the	  trees	  or	  is	  a	  nice	  neighbor-‐
hood	  ….(inaudible)….that	  are	  kind	  of	  nice	  in	  that	  area…(inaudible)….	  
	  
Keller:	  	  With	  the	  large	  pipe,	  we	  would	  be	  doing	  street	  reconstruction	  and	  adding	  possible	  side-‐
walk	  on	  one	  side	  too,	  but	  one	  of	  the	  ….(inaudible)….in	  that	  area	  is	  not	  only	  to	  improve	  drain-‐
age,	  uh	  we’d	  also	  like	  to	  improve	  (?)	  sidewalk	  activity	  to	  help	  uh	  kids	  get	  to	  school	  easier,	  get	  to	  
the	  aquatic	  center	  and	  the	  parks.	  	  Um	  the	  timeline	  of	  the	  construction	  of	  that’s	  still	  uncertain.	  	  
That’s	  gonna	  be	  depend	  on	  funding	  and	  uh	  future	  decisions	  by	  the	  city.	  	  Um	  the	  plan	  is	  though	  
to	  run	  a	  trunk	  line	  all	  the	  way	  up	  West	  Street	  um	  to	  uh	  the	  alley	  that’s	  on	  the	  north	  end	  of	  Mor-‐
rison	  park	  and	  then	  uh	  pick	  up	  an	  uh	  existing	  trunk	  line	  north	  of	  Morrison	  Park	  which	  would	  
give	  the	  water	  somewhere	  to	  go	  and	  permit	  that	  from	  creating	  a	  lake.	  	  That	  is	  several	  construc-‐
tion	  phases	  and	  several	  million	  dollars	  and	  um	  probably	  more	  than	  two	  years	  away	  to	  be	  quite	  
honest	  with	  what	  …..(inaudible)….that	  would	  be	  the	  second	  phase	  of	  the	  West	  Street	  trunk	  line	  
and	  that’s	  more	  than	  likely	  four	  or	  five	  years	  away,	  just	  due	  to	  the	  mechanisms	  of	  uh	  funding	  
and	  uh	  and	  construction	  uh	  sequences	  and	  things	  like	  that.	  
	  
Brown:	  	  Okay.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Thank	  you.	  	  Anyone	  else?	  
	  
(?):	  	  I	  have	  one	  question.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yes,	  ma’am?	  
	  
(?):	  	  If	  Colescott	  Street	  floods	  this	  time	  since	  you’ve	  lowered	  it,	  I	  mean	  …..(inaudible)….	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  You	  can	  ask	  that	  guy	  behind	  you.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Let	  me	  uh	  let	  me	  answer	  to	  that.	  
	  
Laughter.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  No	  yes	  yes	  it	  did.	  	  I	  mean	  you	  know	  and	  that	  that’s	  that’s	  nothing	  that	  we	  did	  and	  
the	  State	  did	  but	  you	  know	  it’s	  you	  know	  it’s	  it’s	  hard	  to	  say	  that	  you	  know	  it’s	  not	  us,	  but	  the	  
State	  doesn’t	  ask	  us	  and	  uh	  we	  believe	  and	  I	  believe	  that	  they	  have	  actually	  added	  more	  water	  
to	  this	  same	  line	  that	  was	  you	  know	  already	  overwhelmed.	  	  Uh….	  
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(?):	  	  By	  lowering….	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  not	  by	  lowering	  it.	  	  They	  they	  put	  they’ve	  put	  more	  outlets	  in….	  
	  
(?):	  	  Oh	  okay.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  ….but	  John	  can	  attest	  by	  putting	  more	  outlets	  in,	  ….(inaudible)….any	  more	  water,	  uh	  
because	  it	  still	  set	  there	  until	  the	  water	  went	  down.	  	  So	  it	  it	  basically	  you	  know	  I	  think	  on	  a	  
smaller	  rain	  it	  takes	  more	  water,	  but	  on	  on	  a	  gulley	  washer	  like	  we	  had,	  it	  didn’t	  take	  anything.	  	  
Well	  John	  can	  tell	  you.	  	  	  
	  
(?):	  	  Inaudible	  comment.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  It’s	  not	  in	  front	  of	  your	  house	  as	  much	  though	  anymore,	  right?	  
	  
(?):	  	  Do	  what?	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  They	  just	  moved	  it	  they	  just	  moved	  it	  a	  little	  further….	  
	  
(?):	  	  They	  moved	  the	  problem	  a	  little	  farther	  east	  right	  in	  front	  of	  the	  church	  now,	  but	  it’s	  still	  a	  
problem.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  	  	  
	  
(?):	  	  But	  uh	  well	  I	  don’t	  know	  I	  had	  a	  thousand	  things	  to	  tell	  you	  people.	  	  Uh	  one	  thing	  you	  guys	  
don’t	  go	  through	  is	  8,000	  pound	  trucks	  coming	  down	  on	  (?).	  	  Uh	  that	  I	  got	  I	  got	  pictures	  there.	  	  
I’ll	  send	  ‘em	  around	  and	  you	  can	  see	  these	  idiots	  go	  here	  doing	  30-‐40	  miles	  an	  hour	  where	  	  
there’s	  water	  all	  over	  the	  road	  and	  uh…..	  
	  
(?):	  	  Throwing	  throwing	  their	  wake.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Uh	  well	  I	  got	  on	  (?)	  about	  the	  cops	  had	  the	  street	  closed	  off	  the	  last	  time,	  okay?	  	  There	  was	  
a	  cop	  on	  each	  end	  of	  that	  barricade	  (?)	  letting	  trucks	  through.	  	  They	  don’t	  bother	  ‘em.	  	  They	  just	  
let	  ‘em	  through.	  	  I’ve	  got	  that	  wall	  of	  water.	  	  That’s	  (?)	  against	  my	  foundation.	  	  And	  uh	  ….	  (in-‐
audible)….so	  I’m	  gonna	  send	  you	  the	  bill.	  	  ‘Course	  you	  won’t	  be	  there,	  will	  ya?	  
	  
Laughter.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Five	  months,	  five	  months	  and	  thirteen	  days.	  	  You	  better	  hurry.	  
	  
(?):	  	  No,	  but	  if	  you	  guys	  would	  like	  to	  see	  these	  real	  quick,	  uh…..okay,	  whatever.	  	  Uh	  
got…..(inaudible)…	  right	  next	  door	  to	  us	  on	  the	  driveway.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Uh	  huh.	  
	  
(?):	  	  That	  thing	  is	  screwed	  up.	  	  I	  mean	  it	  is	  pitiful.	  	  It’s	  still	  bad.	  	  I	  mean	  it’s	  just	  it’s	  lower	  than	  
the	  street	  is.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  
	  
(?):	  	  And	  I	  don’t	  know	  Wanda	  was	  supposed	  to	  be	  up	  here,	  but	  she’s	  not	  here,	  so	  I’ll	  talk	  for	  her.	  	  
I	  mean	  that	  water	  came	  through	  there.	  	  It	  came	  up	  against	  my	  house	  and	  I	  had	  sand	  bags	  up	  
against	  the	  west	  side	  of	  my	  house….(inaudible)….oh	  my	  God,	  it	  went	  over	  that	  that	  sand	  and	  	  



	  
COMMON COUNCIL 

Page 8, Cont’d 
July 18, 2011 

 
	  
right	  into	  my	  basement.	  	  And	  on	  the	  east	  side,	  it	  looked	  like	  a	  waterfall	  coming	  into	  the	  base-‐
ment.	  	  I	  don’t	  know	  what	  you	  guys	  do.	  	  You	  guys	  probably	  go	  home	  at	  night	  and	  forget	  about	  all	  
this,	  you	  know	  what	  I	  mean?	  	  You	  don’t	  have	  to	  live	  on	  Colescott	  Street.	  	  I	  do	  and	  these	  people	  
live	  down	  there	  on	  the	  south	  end	  and….	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  But	  you	  have	  my	  home	  number…..(inaudible)…	  
	  
(?):	  	  Oh	  yeah	  I	  in	  fact,	  I	  let	  you	  have	  your	  vacation	  last	  week.	  	  I	  had	  your	  cell	  phone	  number	  and	  
I	  dialed	  it……	  
	  
Laughter.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Well,	  anyway	  but	  uh	  no,	  that’s	  what	  I	  put	  up	  with	  over	  there.	  	  It’s	  just	  it’s	  there’s	  no	  no	  fix	  
to	  it	  until	  I	  don’t	  know.	  	  One	  question,	  when	  you	  get	  all	  this	  stuff	  in	  place	  if	  I’m	  still	  alive	  and	  
everything,	  are	  you	  gonna	  sell	  the	  lands	  around	  it	  to	  condominiums	  and	  stuff?	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Uh	  actually,	  we	  will	  not	  own	  any	  of	  the	  land	  except	  for	  what	  we	  are	  purchasing	  uh	  to	  
put	  the	  pond	  in.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Well	  I	  was	  gonna	  say	  I	  would	  hope	  not.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  And	  we	  are….	  
	  
(?):	  	  I’d	  be	  against	  that.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  And	  we	  are	  signing	  an	  agreement	  with	  the	  landowners	  stating	  that	  you	  know	  the	  
land	  we	  purchased	  we	  could	  never	  use	  for	  anything	  except	  for	  a	  pond,	  you	  know	  for	  the	  pond.	  	  
So….	  
	  
(?):	  	  Inaudible	  comment.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  that’s	  up	  to	  the	  that’s	  up	  them.	  	  But	  it’s	  not	  gonna	  be	  a	  wet	  pond,	  so	  it’s	  not	  
gonna	  it’s	  not	  gonna	  be	  you	  know	  something	  that’s	  gonna	  be	  it’s	  gonna	  be	  a	  lake	  you	  know	  like	  
like	  across	  the	  street.	  	  It’s	  gonna	  be	  dry	  except	  for	  when	  it	  rains	  on	  most	  of	  it.	  	  The	  majority	  of	  
the	  pond	  the	  majority	  is	  dry	  detention,	  so…..	  
	  
(?):	  	  Uh	  …..(inaudible)…..you	  guys	  wanna	  see	  these?	  	  Don’t	  look	  so	  thrilled.	  	  	  
	  
Rob	  Nolley:	  	  She	  usually	  gives	  us	  uh	  a	  copy	  of	  of	  everything	  that	  she	  gets.	  
	  
Inaudible	  mumbling.	  
	  
(?):	  	  You	  can	  see	  the	  pickup	  trucks	  going	  down	  through	  there	  and	  I’ve	  got….that	  was	  taken	  on	  
that	  first	  rainstorm.	  	  That	  wasn’t	  the	  last	  one	  and	  that	  was	  that’s	  the	  beginning	  of	  it.	  	  It	  sure	  
doesn’t	  take	  no	  4,	  5,	  6,	  7	  inches	  to	  flood	  down	  there…..	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  No.	  
	  
(?):	  	  ….in	  my	  home.	  	  You	  know	  that.	  	  And	  it	  still	  doesn’t.	  	  I	  mean	  you	  put	  in	  15,	  25	  new	  sewer	  
outlets	  and	  the	  same	  old	  48”	  pipe	  that’s	  been	  there	  for	  a	  hundred	  years	  and	  it	  just	  it	  doesn’t	  do	  
the	  job.	  	  So….(inaudible)….	  
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Inaudible	  mumbling.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Alright.	  	  Thank	  you,	  John.	  
	  
(?):	  	  It’s	  okay.	  
	  
Haacker:	  	  I’m	  gonna	  photocopy	  these	  and	  give	  ‘em	  right	  back	  to	  you.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Okay.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Does	  anybody	  else	  wish	  to	  speak?	  
	  
Michelle	  Harding:	  	  My	  name’s	  Michelle	  Harding.	  	  Um	  I	  live	  on….(inaudible)…these	  people.	  	  
When	  I	  bought	  my	  house,	  there’s	  a	  sump	  pump	  under	  it.	  	  We	  asked	  the	  people	  how	  much	  
water	  do	  you	  get	  in	  the	  basement.	  	  They	  said	  no	  more	  than	  three	  or	  four	  inches.	  	  In	  the	  past	  
eleven	  years	  we’ve	  owned	  the	  house	  the	  last,	  since	  2008	  it’s	  been	  the	  worst.	  	  Please	  get	  the	  
grant	  so	  we	  can	  get	  it	  fixed	  ‘cause	  this	  last	  time,	  I	  had	  20	  inches	  of	  water	  in	  my	  basement.	  	  I	  
have	  lost	  hot	  water	  heaters,	  deep	  freezes,	  (?)	  just	  like	  everybody	  else.	  	  But	  I	  didn’t	  have	  	  ….	  
(inaudible)….and	  I	  had	  to	  send	  my	  kids	  away,	  the	  most	  terrible	  feeling.	  	  So	  please,	  get	  the	  grant	  
for	  us.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Anyone	  else	  wish	  to	  speak?	  
	  
(?):	  	  Inaudible	  comment.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  You’ve	  already	  spoke.	  
	  
Laughter.	  
	  
(?):	  	  ….(inaudible)…when	  you	  got	  barricades	  up	  on	  Colescott	  Street	  and	  it’s	  closed	  down,	  can	  
you	  enforce	  them	  barricades	  to	  keep	  people	  from	  coming	  around	  ‘em?	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  I	  I	  I	  think	  as	  I	  told	  you	  that,	  the	  chief	  can	  answer	  that,	  but	  as	  I	  told	  you	  that	  day,	  
is	  is	  why	  they	  probably	  let	  the	  trucks	  go	  around	  versus	  not	  you	  know	  letting	  the	  car	  traffic	  is	  is	  
that	  car	  traffic	  can	  go	  on	  a	  side	  street	  and	  go	  around	  and	  go	  some	  other	  different	  way.	  	  The	  
trucks	  have	  no	  other	  way	  to	  go.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Hey,	  whoa	  whoa	  wait	  a	  minute	  here.	  	  Let	  them	  trucks	  sit	  for	  awhile	  until	  the	  water	  goes	  
down.	  	  It’s	  either	  the	  trucks	  sit	  or	  my	  foundation	  gets	  washed	  away.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Right	  and	  that’s	  what	  I	  was	  telling	  ‘cause	  that….	  
	  
(?):	  	  It’s	  true.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  	  But	  that’s	  that’s	  the	  the	  answer	  he’s	  probably	  gonna	  tell	  you.	  
	  
(?):	  	  …..(inaudible)…they	  don’t	  care.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  
	  
(?):	  	  They	  go	  by	  there	  40	  miles	  an	  hour.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  
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Williams:	  	  They	  do	  the	  same	  thing	  on	  South	  West	  Street….(inaudible)….but	  the	  school	  bus	  ….	  
(inaudible)….	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Yeah.	  
	  
(?):	  	  Inaudible	  comment.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  I	  think	  anyone	  else?	  
	  
No	  audible	  reply.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  Well	  I	  wanna	  thank	  everyone	  that	  came	  tonight	  and	  speak	  and	  and	  let	  me	  know	  that	  
uh	  you	  know	  we’re	  we’re	  making	  an	  effort	  and	  Derrick	  and	  Rodger	  are	  leading	  that	  charge.	  	  
We’ve	  spent	  uh	  how	  much	  money	  on	  engineering	  probably	  already?	  
	  
Keller:	  	  I	  think	  $15	  or	  20,000.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  15	  or	  20	  and	  we’re	  getting	  ready	  to	  make	  the	  purchase	  of	  the	  property.	  	  We	  don’t	  
have	  the	  property	  purchased	  yet.	  	  We’ve	  been	  in	  that	  process	  for	  the	  last	  six	  months	  trying	  to	  
get	  that	  deal	  worked	  with	  the	  property	  owners,	  uh	  so	  that’s	  moving	  forward	  and	  hopefully	  
that’s	  gonna	  be	  done	  real	  soon	  here.	  	  And	  uh	  the	  the	  grant	  process	  is	  is	  taking	  place.	  	  We	  will	  
not	  be	  able	  to	  uh	  is	  September	  then	  when	  it’s	  done?	  
	  
Keller:	  	  Yes.	  	  That’s	  correct.	  	  We’ll	  uh	  apply	  in	  September	  and	  I	  believe	  Amy	  said	  we’d	  find	  out	  in	  
December.	  
	  
Furgeson:	  	  December.	  	  So	  then	  there	  should	  be	  an	  answer	  you	  know	  by	  early	  next	  year	  and	  uh	  I	  
don’t	  know	  …..(inaudible)…that	  they’ll	  take	  you	  know	  this	  uh	  serious	  and	  and	  carry	  on	  this	  (?)	  
and	  continue	  and	  try	  to	  and	  help	  everyone.	  	  I	  know	  I	  know….(inaudible)….trying	  to	  get	  it	  done.	  	  I	  
know	  it	  doesn’t	  seem	  like	  it,	  uh	  but	  it	  nothing	  happens	  very	  quick	  and	  you	  just	  you	  know	  buying	  
the	  property	  has	  been	  an	  issue	  I	  guess	  you	  know	  …..(inaudible)….but	  there	  was	  another	  project	  
that	  was	  planned	  on	  that	  property	  many	  mayors	  ago	  and	  the	  golf	  course	  and	  and	  that	  never	  
happened	  and	  that	  you	  know	  there	  was	  some	  unsettled	  feelings	  with	  the	  property	  owners	  and	  
we	  had	  to	  get	  past	  those	  and	  work	  through	  those	  and	  Derrick’s	  done	  a	  super	  job	  working	  with	  
them	  and	  trying	  to	  get	  that	  done,	  so	  uh	  these	  guys	  are	  working	  hard	  for	  you	  trying	  to	  get	  it	  
done	  and	  uh	  we’re	  we’re	  doing	  our	  best	  to	  try	  and	  help	  and	  uh	  I	  want	  you	  to	  know	  it’s	  not	  it’s	  
not	  gonna	  solve	  the	  problem	  today,	  but	  we’ll	  work	  on	  trying	  ….(inaudible)….and	  we	  appreciate	  
your	  patience	  and	  we	  thank	  you	  for	  coming	  tonight.	  	  Thank	  you.	  	  Okay,	  with	  that,	  is	  there	  any	  
further	  New	  Business?	  
	  
****This	  concludes	  this	  portion	  of	  the	  Council	  Meeting.	  
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There was no miscellaneous business, reports form committees, board and commissions, or 
comment or requests from citizens. 
 
There being no further business, Councilman Nolley moved to adjourn, and Councilwoman 
Owens seconded.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 
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