
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                       March 13, 2012  

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, 

was held in the Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 8:31 

A.M.  All members were present and Mayor DeBaun presided. 

 

Mr. Finkel moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting March 5, 2012, and Mr. 

Williams seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Mr. Williams moved to approve the claims as presented, and Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion 

was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Under old business, Mayor DeBaun talked about the escrow account being held since 2010 

concerning the Belaire Shopping Center, saying that all of the main issues have been resolved.  

He said there was a small amount of money left in Shelby County Bank that should be released 

to Mer-Car Corporation, and that any existing fines should be waived in regard to the Agreed 

Entry of February 8, 2010.  Mr. Finkel moved to make that as a motion, and Mr. Williams 

seconded.  Under discussion, Mr. Finkel asked if there was anything that might need to be done 

out there in the future, where they need to come back.  Mayor DeBaun said there are ongoing 

maintenance issues now, but nothing that warrants them coming back now.  However, he said 

Belaire is constantly being watched.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Kent Cassidy, from Cassidy Landscaping, said former Street Commissioner Shane Peters called 

Kent in late December telling him that his business was awarded the mowing contract for 2012.  

Kent said that Street Commissioner Jennifer Jones called him last week asking him if he was 

aware that his business did not receive the bid for 2012.  He did not know anything different than 

he would be awarded the bid for 2012, as Shane had told him, and had done the previous year, 

when he was awarded the bid for 2011.  Mayor DeBaun said the bids were opened last year, and 

they were taken under advisement, but nothing was approved on awarding bids until this year.   

He apologized about the incident, but said Mr. Peters had no authority to give him that response, 

and told Mr. Cassidy that they did not receive the bid for 2012. 

 

Concerning the dog bite incident that was discussed last week when the two boxers attacked a 

neighbor’s dog, that later had to be euthanized.  Officer Jim Lane wrote a report about the 

hearing that was to be held today.  Officer Lane wrote that he visited Mrs. Katherine Hirt, at 

1092 Highpointe Blvd., and she advised that she didn’t want to attend the meeting because of her 

age.  Her son bought her a new dog for $750.00.  Mr. Finkel moved to quarantine the dogs at the 

Animal Shelter until their fence is fixed to the City’s satisfaction, and to have Angela Gilbert pay 

the boarding fees that have accumulated since the incident occurred.  Mr. Williams seconded.  

The motion carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Under new business, City Engineer Rodger Keller said representatives from Vectren and Miller 

Pipeline were here today, who want to replace old gas mains on Washington Street.  Jeff 

Theobald, from Vectren, said they are in the fifth year of a twenty year program that includes 

work being done in Indiana and Ohio.  Under discussion, Mr. Finkel asked about the trees on 

Washington St., and would they be affected.  Mr. Theobald said the intent is to work about two 

feet from the curb, and most of the trees are closer to the sidewalk.  Also, the curbs would not be 

affected because any boring done would be underneath the curbs.  Mr. Finkel asked if 

pedestrians would be affected during this time period of today until September, and Mr. 

Theobald said barrels or cones will be used for traffic control, along with flagmen.  Asked by 

Mr. Williams which side of the street the work will be done, Mr. Theobald said it would be on 

the south side.  Mr. Williams shared his concern about working into September, because it could 

affect many Bears of Blue River Festival events.  Mr. Theobald said that if the work isn’t done 

by late August, then he’d have all projects in the area stopped, and he would send his men to 

work on another location.  Mr. Williams and Mayor DeBaun would like Mr. Theobald to keep in 

touch with them by the first of August to coordinate their schedules for the month, and he said he 

would be happy to do that.  To avoid any conflicts in the future, Mayor DeBaun said he would 

like Mr. Theobald’s group to come before the Tech Review Committee so their project can be 

studied well ahead of time.  Mr. Theobald said he’d see if he can bring in work planned for 2013.  

Mr. Williams moved to approve work within the right-of-way contingent upon the approval of 



the City Engineer, the Stormwater Operator, and the Sanitary Sewer Operator, and Mr. Finkel 

seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Jim Phillips, owner of Tour of Italy Italian Restaurant on the Public Square, requested 

permission for outdoor seating now that warmer weather has arrived.  Mr. Williams said the 

Cancer Association building by them couldn’t put many clothes out on the sidewalk last year, 

during the Bears of Blue River Festival, so he asked Mr. Phillips to get a letter in writing from 

them whereby both sides agree to having enough room for both to share the area.  He also made 

it contingent on receiving the letter before any decision is made by the Board on seating outside 

the restaurant.  Mr. Phillips said he wanted to be a good neighbor, and he’d get with Donna at the 

Cancer building to prepare a letter to present to the Board.  Mr. Williams also asked Mr. Phillips 

to get letters from Allstate Ins. and the Shelbyville License Branch, then bring them for 

consideration at next week’s Board meeting. 

 

Parks Director Karen Martin requested permission to use right-of-ways, along Progress Parkway 

and Miller St., to put up temporary Easter signs.  She also hoped to use those right-of-ways in the 

future to put up temporary or permanent signs, but there would not be any obstruction of 

visibility when placed at those locations.  Mr. Finkel moved to approve placing the signs upon 

approval of the Plan Commission and the Police Dept., and Mr. Williams seconded.  The motion 

was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Mayor DeBaun said this next case, involving a dog bite incident on Drake Drive, was his first 

one having to officiate, so he asked Police Chief Keith England and Animal Control Officer 

Deidra Norris to come forward and let everyone know what transpired.  Chief England said 

Leeann Herriott was bitten on Sunday, February 26, and required medical treatment at Major 

Hospital.  The Animal Shelter was made aware of this through the bite notification form from the 

hospital, and the Police Department and the Animal Shelter weren’t made aware of the incident 

until 3 or 4 days later, when they received the form in the mail.  The pitbull dog was to be kept 

quarantined at the homeowner’s residence for 10 days, and that period ended March 6.  Jason 

Carraway and Crystal Pace, the owners of the 3 pitbulls in their home at 1013 Drake Drive, were 

asked to speak first.  Jason was walking 2 dogs on leashes and Crystal walked one on a leash, 

when Leeann walked out and said hello.  Walking for one of the first times in that area because 

they have only lived at that home since January, Crystal said her dog, less than 2 years old, 

seemed nervous and anxious.  Crystal said she wasn’t sure if Leeann was trying to pet the dog, or 

was just making motions with her hands, which startled the dog, and he bit her.  After the bite, 

Jason took the dogs in their home, Leeann’s daughter, Bailey, drove her Mom to the hospital, 

and Jason and Crystal also went to the hospital to see if there was anything they could do.  They 

kept in contact with Leeann for a few days until they received a letter from Leann’s attorney, so 

they also got advice from an attorney, who advised them not to have further contact with her.  

However, Jason and Crystal do not have an attorney because they haven’t formally been sued 

yet.  Attorney Jeff Bate, representing Leeann, who lives at 1014 Drake Drive, said the dog bit her 

without provocation, the bite was much worse than a minor one, and there’s concern about the 

dog owner’s fence, which is right by Loper School.  Pictures were provided of the fence and the 

dog bite wounds to Leeann.  Giving her version of the incident, Leeann said she had started her 

van to go to Wal-Mart when she saw her neighbors walking their dogs over on Loper School’s 

lot, and since she hadn’t met Jason yet, she got out to start a friendly conversation.  Jason was 

nearby, so he started talking to Leeann on her driveway, then Crystal arrived a short time later, 

telling Leeann how good and friendly their dogs were.  When Crystal, her dog, and Leeann were 

up next to each other, the dog attacked her arm, and she hadn’t tried to pet it.  Neither Leeann 

nor Crystal knew how to get the dog to stop thrashing at her arm, but it did release her, then he 

attacked her sleeve for a while.  Getting the dogs pulled away, Leeann saw the wound was pretty 

severe, so she went inside, got a cloth, and put a tourniquet-style on her arm.  She then had her 

daughter drive her to the hospital, where she spent 3½ hours in the emergency room, and 

received 19 stitches internally and externally.  Leeann said she had no use of her right arm until 

last Friday, March 9, when she could type or write, and she said she still has no feeling from her 

wrist to her elbow.  Leeann said her concern is that she has a daycare center in her home, there 

are 600 children at Loper, there’s a Special Ed bus that drops kids off in front of Jason’s home, 

and they have a dilapidated fence in their back yard.  Mayor DeBaun said everyone was there 

today so information could be gathered, but no decision was probably going to be made.  Mr. 

Finkel and Mayor DeBaun said they appreciated getting the information today, but they want to 

physically see the homes involved, the condition of the fence, and how close Loper School is to 

the area before making any decision.  Mayor DeBaun strongly felt that if the dog is let outside, 



even in the fenced-in back yard with a leash, it should be muzzled.  Police Chief England came 

forward again to ask questions about the process of how the incident form was filled out at the 

hospital, and he’s wanting to correct the mistakes so something like this doesn’t take 3 or 4 days 

to get to them after the incident.  Mr. Finkel moved to take this under advisement to gather 

additional information, to have the dog quarantined, with a leash and muzzle when taken outside, 

until a decision is rendered, and Mr. Williams seconded.  Mayor DeBaun said both parties would 

be notified in advance when a formal hearing will be held about this incident.  The motion was 

carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Williams moved to adjourn. 

 

 

                                                                                                          _________________________ 

                                                                                                          Thomas D. DeBaun 

                                                                                                          Mayor 
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