
COMMON COUNCIL 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                     January 18, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, was held in the 

Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Wednesday, January 18, 2012, at 7:00 P.M.  

Councilman Phares opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Brown followed with 

a prayer.  Mayor DeBaun presided and Councilman Asher was absent. 

 

Councilman Nolley moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, January 4, 2012, and 

Councilman Brown seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 6-0 

voice vote. 

 

Under old business, on Ordinance No. 11-2680, to repeal certain sections of the Shelbyville 

Zoning Code and Subdivision Control Ordinance and to adopt the City of Shelbyville Unified 

Development Ordinance, Councilman Fero moved to adopt this on second and final reading, and 

Councilman Nolley seconded.  Michele Hansard, Deputy Director of the Building and Planning 

Department, said handouts were sent to the Councilmen of what the Plan Commission group 

approved in their meeting, as well as the City Council Ordinance group that met last week.  Trent 

Meltzer, City Attorney, said it wasn’t the Council’s intent to have the Ordinance defeated on 

second reading on December 5, 2011, when it was signed by the former Mayor and Clerk-

Treasurer.  It was the Council’s intent to do further studies of the Ordinance, and bring it up 

tonight for possible final approval.  Under further discussion, Councilmen Phares and Brown, 

along with Mayor DeBaun said it was good to delay this hearing so time could be used to 

appease those who felt change was needed, as well as to give new Council members a chance to 

bring them up to date on what’s happened.  Michele said once this is approved, the Ordinance 

will go into effect in 30 days.  There being no further discussion, the motion was carried on a 6-0 

voice vote.  Mayor DeBaun thanked Michele and Interim Plan Commission Director Dann Bird 

for helping finish everything for tonight’s meeting. 

 

Under new business, on Resolution No. 2012-1, a tax abatement request by Brazeway Indiana, 

Inc., for equipment totaling $2,050,000.00, Councilman Fero moved to approve the request, and 

Councilman Brown seconded.  Stephen Schrumpf, the attorney representing Brazeway, said a 

total of nine new employee jobs would be created by bringing in this equipment, which will 

amount to a 35% increase in their capacity.  John Armstrong, Plant Manager, said the acquisition 

of a new customer this year has caused the need for new equipment.  Some of their customers 

include Trane, Ingersoll Rand, Goodman, Amana, Whirlpool, and others.  Mr. Armstrong said 

Brazeway has been in Shelbyville for approximately 56 years.  Councilman Phares said this was 

a nice positive way to start the year by adding jobs to an industry, which hasn’t happened in 

quite a while.  Councilman Carmony said he notices Brazeway is kept very clean as he rides by, 

and he wondered if Brazeway has had trouble finding qualified employees.  Mr. Armstrong said 

they can find qualified employees through an extensive bidding process, but it takes several 

interviews.  Councilman Hamilton said one of the reasons he ran for office was economic 

development, so he thanked Brazeway for their adding employees.  There being no further 

discussion, the motion was carried on a 6-0 voice vote. 

 

Under miscellaneous business, Mayor DeBaun said Councilman Jason Brown, a Shelbyville 

Police Officer and City Councilman, had filed a Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement.  

Councilman Nolley moved to approve the form, and Councilman Fero seconded.  The motion 

was carried on a 5-0-1 voice vote, with Councilman Brown abstaining. 

 

Mayor DeBaun read a Proclamation declaring Shelbyville/Shelby County as a Super Celebration 

Site from January 20 to February 5, 2012.  We are one of many sites chosen and designed to 

connect Central Indiana regional communities hosting NFL fans and guests.  The Shelby County 

Tourism & Visitor’s Bureau has organized many events and activities for people to enjoy during 

the Super Celebration, as well as the Strand Theatre, Indiana Live Casino, Sandman Brothers 

with a Super Car for three days, and bus rides to Indianapolis and back on February 3rd and 4
th

. 

 

Councilman Brown said Mayor DeBaun has been put to the test these last couple of weeks, and 

he wanted to thank him for keeping the Council informed of what’s been happening.  Mayor 

DeBaun said he wants to keep the Council informed as much as possible on future events as 



well.  Councilman Fero wanted to congratulate the Mayor and the Police Department for what 

they did as well. 

 

Mayor DeBaun said he passed out a press release to The Shelbyville News, Shelbyville Today, 

and radio station WSVX, which he read to the audience.  The release stated that the people of 

Shelbyville have been tested very early this year through acts of violence and tragedy, and it’s 

natural to determine if there is an underlying problem that could have contributed to the events.  

Although no common thread has been established linking the events, several citizens and 

interested organizations feel that now is the time to address a growing concern in the community.  

That concern is the use of drugs commonly called “spice”, “bath salts”, and “hookah pipe 

cleaner” among others.  The drugs are currently legal and difficult to regulate using current local 

ordinances and state law.  Mayor DeBaun said he’s concerned about the situation, so he has 

contacted Representative Sean Eberhart, asking if he’d make this issue a priority during this 

session.  Additionally, the Mayor has asked the Drug Free Coalition, the Shelby County 

Prosecutor’s Office, Shelbyville Central Schools, The Shelbyville Common Council, the Shelby 

County Council, the Shelby Co. Commissioners, the Shelbyville Police and Fire Departments, 

and the Shelby Co. Sheriff’s Department to form a partnership with the City Administration in 

the researching, writing and enforcement of local legislation so that swift action may be taken in 

efforts to drastically reduce or eliminate the use of these substances in our communities.  Some 

meetings have been held in the last few weeks, and there will be an opportunity for the public to 

speak on this tomorrow night, January 19, at 7:00 p.m., at the Shelbyville Boys Club.  Verl Todd, 

Executive Director of the Shelby Co. Drug Free Coalition, thanked the Mayor for his efforts in 

trying to get so many things together, as well as helping with the meeting tomorrow night at the 

Boy’s Club.  Mr. Todd said he went to the State House yesterday to hear about the progress of 

House and Senate bills concerning this issue, and he said they’re hoping to put enough “teeth” 

into the bills so it would squash any attempts to use any substances in the future with a blanket 

law.  He also said these drugs can be purchased on-line, and gas stations sell these that have over 

100 different names. 

 

Mayor DeBaun wanted to thank Don Current for broadcasting live tonight’s City Council 

meeting.  The website is www.shelbyvilletoday.com/live.  Mayor DeBaun said Councilman 

Nolley is also broadcasting tonight’s meeting live on the City’s website, which is 

cityofshelbyvillein.com, and he wanted to thank him as well. 

 

There being no further business, Councilman Nolley moved to adjourn, and Councilman Brown 

seconded.   

 

                                 ________________________ 

                                 Thomas DeBaun, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________ 

Frank M. Zerr  

Clerk-Treasurer 
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