
COMMON COUNCIL 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                     February 4, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, was held in the 

Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, February 4, 2013, at 7:00 P.M. 

Councilman Hamilton opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, and Councilman Fero followed 

with a prayer. Councilmen Nolley and Phares were absent and Mayor DeBaun presided. 

 

Councilman Brown moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, January 23, 2013, 

and Councilman Hamilton seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on 

a 5-0 voice vote. 

 

Under old business, Councilman Hamilton moved to approve the City Financial Reports as 

presented, and Councilman Asher seconded.  The motion was carried on a 5-0 voice vote. 

 

Under new business, on Ordinance No. 13-2711, the Shelbyville Bible Holiness Church 

requested permission to rezone 2819 E. Michigan Rd. from a BG classification to an IS 

classification.  Councilman Fero moved to approve the request on first reading, and Councilman 

Brown seconded.  Under discussion, Church representative Charles Marshall said this property 

was bought in 2002, with the hope of one day building the Church at that location.  When the 

zoning codes changed in 2010, the Church missed the opportunity to institutionalize the change 

at that time.  Mr. Marshall said the Church is getting ready to start a building program this 

Spring, so in preparation of getting it started, they wanted to get the zoning right.  There being no 

further discussion, the motion was carried on a 5-0 voice vote.  Mayor DeBaun said this will now 

be remanded to the Plan Commission. 

 

Concerning the Uniform Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statements for Jason Brown, and two for 

Robert Williams, Councilman Fero moved to approve all of them, and Councilman Carmony 

seconded.  The motion was carried on a 4-0-1 voice vote, with Councilman Brown abstaining. 

 

Dan Theobald, from Shelby Co. Development Corp (SCDC), said transparency was the first item 

he wanted to talk about tonight.  When he approached the County Council two months ago, he 

gave them a number of jobs that were created, and then Mayor DeBaun came out later in his 

State of the City, giving a different number.  He said he wanted to be sure everyone understands 

why there was a difference in numbers.  He said SCDC only takes credit for the ones they do, 

while the City includes jobs created through tax abatements.  When talking with new companies 

coming to the City, Dan recommends the company give lower job numbers than they anticipate.  

Then if problems arise, there won’t be so many issues when the company wants to leave their 

numbers the same, but look good when they want to increase their job numbers through tax 

abatements.  One of the problems facing the City and SCDC when inquiries are made is that 

there aren’t any available buildings for them to move into, unlike times in the past when Shelby 

Industry or Blue River Industry built spec buildings in advance of companies visiting our City.  

Dan said all of their Board members must sign a letter stating they won’t reveal what goes on in 

their meetings because they need to protect the privacy of the company possibly coming to 

Shelbyville.  The SCDC meetings are held the third Thursday of every month at 7:30 A.M., and 

he wanted to invite all of the Councilmen to attend if at all possible.  Dan said things have picked 

up recently, and he said there will probably be around ten inquiries about the City this week 

alone, and two prospects are coming within the next week.  In wrapping up, he said it has been 

an absolute pleasure in the last year doing economic development in Shelbyville and Shelby 

County.  Dan said the word is getting out that we have a Mayor and City Administration, and 

three County Commissioners that “understands it and gets it”.  He said the State has told him that 

in the last few days on some things he’s working with them, saying they can’t get over how well 

the City and County work together.  The Mayor and Councilmen thanked Dan for his 

presentation and comments. 

 

On Resolution No. 2013-3, concerning the use of Redevelopment Funds designated in 

Resolution No. 2010-5, Councilman Fero moved to approve this, and Councilman Hamilton 

seconded.  This would give the Shelbyville Redevelopment Commission $285,000.00 from the 

slot machine wagering fee revenue of the Redevelopment/Capital Building Fund, as a loan to 

The Methodist Building, LLC.  Under discussion, Mayor DeBaun said up until 4:30 P.M., he and 

City Attorney Trent Meltzer were negotiating with Mitch Genser, the developer of this project, 



on nailing down the accountability and the responsibilities of his firm, and how the money could 

be used.  When the Redevelopment Commission met at 6:00 P.M., they approved an amended 

document they received this evening.  The Redevelopment Commission said they would not loan 

more than $145,000.00 until The Methodist Building, LLC is owned by them, and they take title.  

The next item was that the Mayor felt it was important that it was done on a receipt basis, so that 

once a receipt is submitted, then it would be paid.  The Mayor said he is not a fan of blanket 

gifts, and he wanted accountability.  Councilman Brown said it’s a situation where the City is 

taking a “leap of faith”, hoping we’ve done our due diligence in picking the people that are doing 

the due diligence on the building.  Although he’s lost sleep over this, when looking at the “big 

picture” of what’s trying to be accomplished downtown, it’s a start.  Councilman Hamilton said 

he felt the Methodist Building is so very important to this community, and the City has found a 

partner that will help us, and we’ll work with them to get it renovated and people in there.  

Councilman Carmony said he feels a little differently from everyone else on the Council.  He 

said he feels this is setting up a little bit of a bad precedent of just giving money into the private 

sector initially like this.  He felt the Company should take the risk and secure the tax credits, 

even though they don’t have any experience in requesting historic tax credits.  Mr. Carmony 

didn’t like the fact that the City was taking the risk “up front”, but once the tax credits were 

secured, he felt the City could give them more than the $285,000.00.  No one from the audience 

wished to speak on this matter.  The motion was carried on a 4-1 roll call vote, with Councilman 

Carmony voting no.  Several Councilmen thanked the Mayor for all of his efforts in getting the 

amount lowered to $145,000.00, and for the countless hours working on this.  Mayor DeBaun 

said he accomplished what he did because of their feedback to him of what they wanted. 

 

Under reports from Committees, Boards, and Commissions, Mayor DeBaun said he and 

Councilman Brown are going through some leadership training through Indiana American 

Water. He said one of their class exercises was to identify an issue in the community, and then 

do a swat analysis, involving the right people.  Identifying the right people, they’ve been invited 

to that analysis, and the issue identified was education and industry in developing the proper 

curriculum. 

 

Under comments or requests from citizens, Councilman Asher said the Councilmen wanted 

longer prelim meetings so they could discuss long-term things that take more time than the usual 

30 minute prelim meeting before a Council meeting.  He wanted the February 18 prelim meeting 

to start at 5:00 P.M., and he hoped to do it at least once a month, mainly when there’s not a 

Board of Works meeting at 5:30 P.M. on the first Monday of every month, or a Redevelopment 

Commission Meeting at 6:00 P.M. 

 

There being no further business, Councilman Hamilton moved to adjourn. 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________ 

Frank M. Zerr 

Clerk-Treasurer  

 

                  

                                                                                            

    

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


