
COMMON COUNCIL 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                      August 20, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, was held in the 

Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, August 20, 2012, at 7:01 P.M.  

Councilman Brown opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Hamilton followed 

with a prayer.  All Councilmen were present and Mayor DeBaun presided. 

 

Councilman Hamilton moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, August 6, 2012, and 

Councilman Brown seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 6-0-

1 voice vote, with Councilman Nolley abstaining. 

 

Under old business, attorney Bob Thopy and Ren Jhala represented Jhala Properties, LLC with 

their Compliance with Statement of Benefits Forms.  Mr. Thopy said the economy has taken its 

toll on the company, but things are turning around and Mr. Jhala felt the company might be able 

to hire people sometime soon.  Councilman Fero moved to approve the Compliance Form, and 

Councilman Nolley seconded.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote. 

 

Under new business, on Ordinance No. 12-2683, regulating the connection to and use of public 

and private sewers and drains, the installation and connection of building sewers, and the 

discharge of water and waste into the public sewer system of the City of Shelbyville, and 

providing penalties for violations thereof, Councilman Fero moved to approve this on first 

reading, and Councilman Nolley seconded.  This ordinance replaces existing Ordinance No. 96-

2199.   Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Brad Fix said one of the main things the 

Environmental Protection Agency wanted in all of Region 5 was to have an industrial 

pretreatment ordinance that’s very similar.  Although some of the wording changed, Brad said 

most things did not change.  The motion was carried on first reading on a 7-0 voice vote.  

Councilman Brown moved to suspend the rules and pass this on second and final reading, and 

Councilman Asher seconded.  The motion was carried on a 7-0 voice vote to suspend the rules.  

Councilman Nolley moved to adopt this on second and final reading, and Councilman Carmony 

seconded.  The motion was carried on second and final reading on a 7-0 voice vote. 

 

Mayor DeBaun invited Steve Biggerstaff, from Metronet, to come forward to talk to the Council.   

The Mayor said Metronet is a company that is a provider of fiber optic to-the-door for 

residential, commercial and industrial applications.  He said he has met with Mr. Biggerstaff on 2 

or 3 occasions to discuss the chances for development in Shelbyville, and Councilmen Nolley 

and Brown have looked at their program as well.  He also said Metronet is already located in 

several communities in the state, and after calling a few places, they have verified that Metronet 

has a viable asset in their communities.  Mr. Biggerstaff presented copies of his presentation to 

the Council for their review when talking about Metronet and their capabilities.  He said 

Metronet is an Indiana based company, headquartered out of Evansville, Indiana, and they have 

provided fiber optic network to more than 70,000 homes, 12,500 businesses, and hospitals, 

libraries, local governments, police, etc.  Metronet started out at Greencastle in 2005, then they 

went to Seymour (2007), Vincennes (2008), North Vernon (2009), Madison (2009), Wabash 

(2010), North Manchester (2010), Huntington (2010), Connersville (2010), New Castle (2010), 

and Lebanon in 2011.  He said they are under construction in Johnson County, and today they 

had a quiet opening of a retail store, where they have sales associates working out of that store.  

Metronet has around 35,000 miles of fiber in the state, in which there is no copper in the 

network.  By having fiber strands only, it gives almost unlimited capability in terms of speed and 

bandwidth, and the potential to offer other services in the future.  Besides offering residential 

fiber services, Steve said Metronet has a host of fiber solutions and services for large and small 

businesses.  If Shelbyville was interested in considering going with Metronet, Steve said a 

number of factors would be involved.  It would include feasibility studies, looking at TIF Bonds, 

and having agreements in place for fiber and pole attachments, which has already been done by 

Duke Energy, an early investor with Metronet.  If these approvals were met, Steve felt 

Shelbyville could be slotted into 2013.  When talking about the TIF Bonds, Steve said it has 

occurred in the last few communities they’ve worked with, starting with Wabash in 2010.  He 

said they are unique TIF Bonds, where they’re not in a geographical area, but anywhere where 

there’s fiber and associated equipment in the City of Shelbyville.  He said it doesn’t affect any 

existing TIFs either.  The only revenues that come from this TIF would be the personal 

depreciable property tax that Metronet would pay for its assets, and nobody else’s.  Steve said 



the State passed legislation where up to 5% could be collected for cable franchise fees, and they 

would pay that to the City.  (Note: Comcast and AT&T also pay 5% cable franchise fees to the 

City).  If Metronet comes to Shelbyville, Steve said prices will come down, they will be 

competitive, their products and services will be offered, and their customer service will be very 

good.  He said their customers wouldn’t have to sign any contract for a certain time period either.  

In wrapping up, Steve said he’d like to address the TIF issue, and then address it with Metronet’s 

investors if there seems to be an interest in the community.  If other entities would like to have 

additional informational meetings with other leaders, like from the hospital, library, schools, etc., 

Steve asked to let him know so they can be included in discussions about the TIF Bonds.  

Metronet wants to be very inclusive in talks with everyone so they know what’s happening up 

front.  No votes were taken on the presentation. 

 

Under comments or requests from citizens, a man named Wolfe, from Marietta, said he’s stuck 

with lots of animals, cats and dogs, and the Animal Shelter doesn’t have room to take them in.  

He said he knew the Animal Shelter was at least 45 years old, and he wanted to know why more 

space wasn’t available for animals.  He said he has over 100 animals in Marietta, he needs help 

in feeding them, and he’s getting too old to take care of all of them.  Mayor DeBaun said he’s 

working on the problem, where he’s been meeting and talking in the last week with Runnebohm 

Construction.  He has asked for some projections on the cost of operating a new Shelter, he’s met 

with Shelter Coordinator Keith Barrett, who has visited the Franklin and New Castle Shelters, 

and they sat down to see what was needed to be done here.  Runnebohm Construction is getting a 

cost estimate to see what the expenses might be.  As far as helping him in Marietta, Mayor 

DeBaun said the City has no jurisdiction in that area, but the Animal Shelter is a joint venture 

between the City and the County.  He said both City and County officials are looking into the 

Animal Shelter situation, but there isn’t anything the City can do for him with his immediate 

problem. 

 

Mayor DeBaun noticed there were students in the audience, so he asked all three to stand, 

introduce themselves, state their class at school, and announce their teacher.  He asked the 

students to invite their teacher to attend a Council meeting. 

 

There being no further business, Councilman Nolley moved to adjourn, and Councilman Asher 

seconded. 
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