
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                           July 31, 2012  

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, 

was held in the Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Tuesday, July 31, 2012, at 8:29 

A.M.   Mayor DeBaun was absent and Mr. Finkel presided. 

 

Mr. Williams moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, July 24, 2012, and Mr. 

Finkel seconded.  The motion was carried on a 2-0 voice vote. 

 

Mr. Williams moved to approve the claims as presented, and Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion 

was carried on a 2-0 voice vote. 

 

Under old business, City Engineer Rodger Keller gave updates on a few City projects.  On the E. 

Michigan Rd. construction project, the contractor is about half-way thru their punch list.  

Milestone Contractors has done some additional grinding to try to remove some of the bouncing 

effects of driving in the west bound lane.  They will be making some minor concrete repairs, as 

well as cleaning up the striping, and completion is thought to be done in the next week and a 

half.  On the Fairland Rd. sewer, the contractor is getting ready to bore underneath the natural 

gas pipelines, just south of County Road 300, later this week. Rodger said Industrial Park Drive 

is well under way, and it’s on schedule for completion next week also.  When visiting the 

Industrial Park area, Mr. Finkel said the contractor said some very nice things about Rodger and 

the drawings he prepared for the project. 

 

Under new business, Fire Chief Tony Logan said EMS supplies totaling $4,200.00 were needed, 

and he asked to have them paid for out of the non-reverting ambulance fund.  Mr. Finkel wanted 

to be sure this was for the ambulances only, and Tony said yes.  Mr. Williams moved to approve 

the request, and Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion was carried on a 2-0 voice vote. 

 

The next item concerned a dog bite situation.  Deidra Norris, an Animal Control Officer, said 

there was a dog bite incident at 1:30 A.M., on July 20 that she responded to.  When she arrived, 

she found out that the dog bite victim, Derrick Smith, was already at the hospital.  She spoke to 

the owner of the dog, Gwaine Jeffries, who said the dog got loose because it was excited to go 

outside, and his niece couldn’t get a leash on him, when the door was open, before it rushed 

down the stairs.  Mr. Jeffries ran down the stairs to see the dogs fighting, and he pulled his dog 

back to his apartment. His dog had injuries to its head.  Deidra told Mr. Jeffries that his dog had 

to be quarantined at the Animal Shelter for 10 days, and there would be a hearing on July 31 with 

the Board of Works.  She said she had no problems or complaints about the dog during its 

quarantine period.  Mr. Jeffries gave his side of the story, saying he separated the dogs and took 

his dog home, and waited for the Police Officer to arrive.  Mr. Jeffries said he has not had any 

contact with Mr. Smith since the incident, and he didn’t know if he encountered any medical 

expenses for what happened.  Under advisement of the Animal Shelter, Mr. Williams moved to 

release the dog and make sure it has a leash when it’s taken outside.  Mr. Finkel seconded.  The 

motion was carried on a 2-0 voice vote. 

 

Keith Barrett, Animal Control Officer, said a second dog incident occurred when a dachshund 

got away from the owner’s father, who was watching the dog.  The dog went to a neighbor’s 

home and the parents claim the dog bit their child on the wrist.  The Officer that responded to the 

call said it was at least a scratch, but he didn’t see any blood or puncture wounds.  The child was 

taken to the hospital, and Keith received a bite report from the hospital.  The report classified the 

bite as a number 1, which meant a minor scratch.  Since the hospital filled out a bite report, City 

Attorney Trent Meltzer told Keith that he felt the dog should be quarantined.  The dog has shown 

no problems at the Shelter.  Tonya Williams said she got a call from her Dad stating her dog had 

gotten loose and it was at the Animal Shelter.  She said her dog probably got excited when the 

little child bent down to pet the dog, and jumped on him, causing the scratch.  She said her dog 

has had all of its needed shots.  Mr. Williams moved to have the dog released from quarantine, 

and when it’s taken outside, that it has a leash.  Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion was carried on 

a 2-0 voice vote. 

 

 

 



There being no further business, Mr. Williams moved to adjourn.  

 

 

                                                                                                         _________________________ 

                                                                                                          David Finkel 

                                                                                                          Board Member 
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______________________ 
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