
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                         April 17, 2012  

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, 

was held in the Common Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday, April 17, 2012 at 8:28 

A.M.  All members were present and Mayor DeBaun presided. 

 

Mr. Williams moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, April 10, 2012, and Mayor 

DeBaun seconded.  The motion was carried on a 2-0 voice vote, with Mr. Finkel abstaining. 

 

Mr. Finkel moved to approve the claims as presented, and Mr. Williams seconded.  The motion 

was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Under old business, Mayor DeBaun said Jessie and Leona Craig were present to talk about their 

grass liens at 1117 Parker Ave.  Leona said there were two fines of $172.25 and $224.43, from 

June 2010 and July 2010 respectively.  Asked by Mayor DeBaun if there was a breakdown of 

those fines, Leona said no.  Mayor DeBaun said it was probable that each mowing was assessed 

a $150.00 fine, and then mowing costs were added.  Mr. Finkel asked if the property has been 

put back into good shape, and she said it had been cleaned up.  Mr. Williams moved to forgive 

$300.00 of the fines, and Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

City Engineer Rodger Keller was asked to give a report on the progress of the E. Michigan Road 

project.  Rodger said the plan is to open up to 2-way traffic this coming Saturday on the north 

side, and cutting access early to all of the businesses on the south side before places open.  He 

said he’d check with businesses on the south side to see if they are open this coming Saturday, to 

make sure access is available to them.  Rodger said most of the curb on the north side was 

poured yesterday, and then driveways to Big Lots and Bellacino’s would be poured today.  

 

Under new business, Deputy Plan Commission Director Michele Hansard talked about the 

property at 731 Fair Ave., owned by Rachel Fleming.  She said the home is vacant, and there is 

junk and debris in the front and rear of the property.  Mr. Finkel moved to have the property 

cleaned up and have the fine and costs assessed to the property taxes, and Mr. Williams 

seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

The next property Michele talked about was located at 800 Hemlock Street, owned by Aranda 

Guillermo.  She said the home appears to be vacant, with junk and debris in both the front and 

rear of the property, and it wasn’t cleaned up as ordered by yesterday.  Mr. Finkel moved to have 

the property cleaned up and have the fine and costs assessed to the property taxes, and Mr. 

Williams seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

The third property was located at 1146 Crestmoor Drive, owned by Phyllis Sue Hunter.  Michele 

said there were old tires and other debris in the front and rear of the property, and nothing had 

been done to clean it up by the deadline date.  Mr. Williams moved to have the property cleaned 

up and have the fine and costs assessed to the property taxes, and Mr.  Finkel seconded.  The 

motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

Michele presented a long list (67) of vacant properties or vacant lots with grass violations that 

had grass taller than 10 inches.  She said some of these, approximately 60%, were also mowed 

last year.  Notices had been posted giving 10 days to mow the yards, and only one was done.  

Mr. Williams moved to assess a one-time fine, then maintain and assess fees on a continual 

basis, as needed.  Mr. Finkel seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote.  Michele 

said there is a state law that says people can mow a vacant lot, so the Board felt that would be a 

good thing to publicize in the newspaper to let the public know.  Also, Mr. Williams thought it 

would be good to post that information on the City’s website. 

 

Asked by Mayor DeBaun if there was any further business, and hearing none, Mr. Finkel moved 

to adjourn, and Mr. Williams seconded.  Then Parks Director Karen Martin said she had 

something.  She took some ribbing because she was seated in the back row and didn’t stand soon 

enough.  Mr. Finkel withdrew his motion to adjourn, and Mr. Williams seconded to   withdraw 

his motion.  Karen was asked (half-jokingly) to sit up front if she had something to present in the 

future.  Karen asked permission to put temporary signs up at Progress Parkway and Miller Street, 



in the City right-of-way, for a Community Garage Sale.  She asked to have it for 14 days, from 

May 5 backwards.  Mr. Finkel asked if it was practical or necessary to have it posted for 14 days 

versus 10 days.  Karen said she would talk with her staff about this to see how long it might need 

to be posted.  Mr. Finkel felt it could get stale if it’s posted longer than 10 days.  Mr. Williams 

moved to approve the request to place temporary signs in the City right-of-ways, and Mr. Finkel 

seconded.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Williams moved to adjourn, and Mr. Finkel seconded. 
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