
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 
 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                          June 14, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Shelbyville, Indiana, 
was held in the Common Council Chambers of City Hall on June 14, 2011, at 8:31 A.M.  All 
Board members were present, and Mayor Furgeson presided. 
 
Mr. Barrick moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, June 6, 2011, and Mr. Howard 
seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
Mr. Barrick moved to approve the claims as presented, and Mr. Howard seconded.  There was no 
public comment.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
There was no old business. 
 
In new business, Plan Commissioner Tom DeBaun presented a list of properties that are in 
violation of the grass ordinance of the City.  Mr. DeBaun recommended that the properties be 
mowed and maintained throughout the mowing season and assess the cost of doing so to the 
taxes of the property.  The properties are as follows: 
 
329 Lockerbie Road                                                        928 Balto Drive 
222 Howard Street                                                          1315 Hale Road 
334 West Hendricks Street                                              109-111 East Polk Street 
1360 Ellington Drive                                                      218 North Noble Street 
732 LaBelle Avenue 
 
Mr. Howard moved to mow the listed properties throughout the mowing season, and assess the 
cost of doing so to the taxes of the properties, and Mr. Barrick seconded.  There was no public 
comment.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
Also in new business, Mr. DeBaun reported that the property located at 559 West Taylor Street, 
is vacant and unsecured.  Mr. DeBaun requested that the Board issue an order to secure the home 
and assess the cost of doing so to the taxes of the property.  Mr. Barrick moved to order the 
property located at 559 West Taylor Street to be secured and add the cost of doing so to the taxes 
of the property, and Mr. Howard seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was 
carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
Continuing in new business, Mr. DeBaun reported that U.S.A. Fireworks have a large banner 
sign at each of their two locations that are in violation of the City’s sign code.  Mr. DeBaun 
added that verbal and written attempts to get them to abide by the sign code have been futile.  
Mr. DeBaun requested a five day order for U.S.A. Fireworks to comply with the sign ordinance 
and if they fail to do so, to impose a daily fine.  Mr. Barrick moved to issue an order to U.S.A. 
Fireworks to comply with the City’s sign ordinance within five days otherwise, a $2,500.00 fine 
per sign per location will be assessed, and Mr. Howard seconded.  There was no public 
comment.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
Also in new business, Mr. DeBaun reported that the Knight’s Inn is again experiencing roof 
leaks and raw sewage in some of their rooms.  Mr. DeBaun reported that he will be meeting with 
the owner on Friday in an attempt to come to an agreement concerning the problems. 
 
Continuing in new business, Parks Director Karen Martin reported that R.L. Turner is requesting 
permission to begin their construction day at 6:00 A.M. on the new park instead of 7:00 A.M. as 
prescribed by ordinance.  Mr. Barrick asked what the anticipated completion date is.  Mrs. 
Martin replied that it should be sometime in November.  Mrs. Martin added that R.L. Turner is 
requesting the time change for the summer months only.  Mr. Barrick moved to allow R.L. 
Turner to begin construction work at 6:00 A.M. on the new park through the end of August, and 
Mr. Howard seconded.  There was no public comment.  The motion was carried on a 3-0 voice 
vote. 
 
Finally in new business, Mayor Furgeson opened the meeting for a hearing concerning a dog 
biting incident.  Mrs. Jesse Sanders told the Board that she lives at 713 Colescott Street and she  
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was sitting on her front porch with her pug chained by her when a pit bull came up on the porch 
and attacked her dog by grabbing it in the back.  Mrs. Sanders also related that a man across the 
street and her husband beat and kicked the pit bull to get it off of her dog.  Mrs. Sanders added 
that once a dog kills one dog it will kill another.  Mr. Barrick asked if there were any encounters 
with this dog before.  Mrs. Sanders replied that there were not.  Mr. Barrick asked how far away 
the pit bull lives from her house.  Mrs. Sanders replied that she did not know where the pit bull 
lives.  Mr. Brian Basey of 327 West Locust Street, the owner of the pit bull, stated that they live 
about an alley away from the Sanders residence and that his dog’s name is Marcus and that he 
was chasing Marcus after he had slipped out of his harness and leash.  Mr. Basey added that he 
was not at the scene when his dog attacked the pug, but was told by witnesses that the pug was 
down in the front yard when the attack occurred.  Mr. Barrick asked how old the dog is.  Mr. 
Basey replied that he will be two years old in November.  Mr. Barrick asked how long they have 
had the dog.  Mr. Basey replied that they have had him since he was four months old.  Mr. 
Barrick asked Mr. & Mrs. Basey if they have any concerns that since it has attacked once, that it 
won’t happen again.  Mrs. Basey replied that she didn’t think it would attack again.  Mrs. Basey 
stated that the dog is around children all the time and she didn’t know what happened or why it 
happened on the day of the attack.  Mrs. Basey stated that she doesn’t want the dog to be put 
down.  Mr. Barrick asked the Basey’s if they knew the extent of the injuries.  Mrs. Basey replied 
that she didn’t quite know, but was told that if the dog had been taken to a vet it might have 
survived.  Mr. Howard stated that everyone has to understand what a position this puts the Board 
in their responsibility to look out for the safety of the community.  Mr. Howard added further 
that it’s not just because this dog is a pit bull, rather that once a dog attacks it could attack again 
and the next time it could be a child.  Animal Control Officer Deidra Schneider reported that she 
was not there when the attack happened, but she stated that the dog showed no aggression that 
day and no aggression since he has been at the shelter.  Ms. Schneider added that this dog has 
never been picked up before and she doesn’t consider this dog to be particularly vicious.  Mr. 
Barrick stated that if the dog is released it may become a liability issue for the City and what if it 
attacks a human the next time.  Ms. Schneider replied that would be a different story.  Mr. 
Barrick asked if she is concerned about any future risk in this dog.  Ms. Schneider replied yes.  
Mr. Howard asked Ms. Schneider if she felt if it was safe if the dog went back to its owners.  Ms. 
Schneider replied yes.  Mr. Barrick added that he has a problem with the unpredictability of the 
situation because the dog bit and hung on to the dog.  Ms. Schneider added that the pug’s lung 
was punctured and the owners asked her to put it down because they didn’t have the money to 
take it to a vet.  Mr. Barrick asked Ms. Schneider if she would stake her job on her judgment of 
this situation.  Mr. Barrick asked Ms. Schneider if she would have the dog put down.  Ms. 
Schneider replied that she would not.  Police Chief Bill Elliott reported that there are two issues 
concerning this case and that is that the dog was running loose and there is no guarantee that this 
type of thing will not happen again.  Chief Elliott recommended that the dog be put down.  Mrs. 
Sanders related that her dog was chained on her porch and the pit bull pulled both off the porch 
and her dog never went off the porch on her own.  Mr. Barrick stated that he is concerned about 
what might happen instead of what happened.  Mayor Furgeson stated that this matter will be 
taken under advisement and a decision will be made at the June 20th Board meeting at 5:30 P.M. 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Howard moved to adjourn, and Mr. Barrick seconded.  The 
motion was carried on a 3-0 voice vote. 
 
 
                                                                                                          _________________________ 
                                                                                                          Scott A. Furgeson 
                                                                                                          Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Rodney L. Meyerholtz 
Clerk-Treasurer     



 


